F you wanl maore | formance from vour German ll(‘"ll'. there

are lour routes to take—and they all cost money.

1. Install high-compression pistons, a reground camshaft, et
2. Buy the Okrasa Kit

1, Ad
t. Ins
Of th

amples of the hrst |_.-'.“:|.1 ity, and they give 8 dehnite improvement

s supercharger

& Porsche engine
four alternatives. we have tested (briefly) several ex-
at the lowest cost, provided that you do the installation yoursell

The ac

relerati

me to 60 mph (aflter a speedometer correction)

is about 24 10 25

nds, and the top speed of a 1955 sedan (timed,

of course) was 76/77 mph with the speedo at B3,

Item No. 2 is the primary subject of this test
Item No. 3 (s )} offers the most performance gain per
dollar cessful and satisfactory operation depends

en two important factors. First, the air/fuel ratio must be checked

out carefully, as too lean a mixture will produce overheat Spe-

ondly. the driver must use his extra performance with p

This shows the Okrasa ed ina VW sedan

spect for an air-cooled en ». Cooling is dependent entirely on air

Aow, and the cool

st turn-up fast enough to keep a

blast of air going yet not turn so fast as to cavitate, In other words

with supercharging do not

« Yel do nol overs

Bearing the above in mind, we have no objections to superchurg

ing the VW, and our test work to date indicates a zero to 60 time

of 16 10 17 ds, a top speed of almost 90 mph with a sedan

The limitations and possibilities of installing & Porsche engine

item No, 4, were thoroughly explored in our correspondence columns

last year, and in the final analysis a Porsche engine is too expensive
I'he subject of this test report is a VW-GK coupe, standard in
every respect except that it was fitted with the “Okraza Kit" manu-

factured in Ge

any. The cost of this kit is $24950 plus installa

ur

test car was lon
Motor Products Ine.,
Reserving a technical discussion on the kit itself for later, the

tion and d to us by the importer, Europear

Jox 668, Riverside, California

test results show a startling and worthwhile improvement, 1o wit:
STOCK 56 OKRASA
Top speed pe) 76.0 . 86.5

best run i1 B7.5
Acceleration
0-30 5.5
060 18.4
0-70 30,0
S8 L 20,0

The data speaks for itself and in both cases refers 1o the “GK”
or Ghia-Karmann coupe which, though 120 lbs heavier than a
standard VW sedan, will normally out-perform the sedan in the
higher speed ranges and in timed top speed

Conservatively, the Okrasa Kit adds 10 mph to the honest top
speed and give acceleration to 70 mph in about the same time as
formerly reguired to attain 60 mph. More significant, the time to

g-start 34 mile is reduced by over 3 seconds, and
mph to 62 mph
Calculations hased on this performance indicate that if the stan
dard VW develops an S.A.E. rating of 36 bhp at 3700 rpm. the
Okrasa modificati
rpm (Okrasa supply no dynamometer data).

Further calculstions, using the Tapley meter lhs/ton data, prove
that the low speed pulling power (or torque) is mereased by 189,

cover the standin

the speed at the end is increased from about

can reasonably claim 46 bhp at about 4200
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Puts a sting in the beetle

Le., from 5 ft-lbs 10 66 ft-lbs. Here, the gain can ne

post of a positive-displacement supercharger. but ¢ven an 18% im
provement is well worth-while.

absolutely

lhere is nothing about this kit which will give any

autward ¢lue as to the modifications—when riding with a driver who

treats it very gently. It idles the same, sounds the same, feels the
. Yet anyone who owns and drives a normal YW will know

You put it in lst

wstantly that something is different tread

on the zas, and vou are red erul without realizing

it, In fact, this brings up our one amd only serious objection the
Okrusa Kit—it is much too easy

the VW when

tion duta. but the red marks at 15 30, and 45 mph are 1

too templing to over-rev. We
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purpose, and anyone who habitually exceeds these limits can ex
peet trouble. Usually this takes the form ol a broken crankshaft
amil the onlv re n for such falures gxcesslve rpm. even ti 1

the actual break do weeur at high spes

factor in the VW
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0 much fo i the one drawback. As shown
vt the Okra ecia linder heads and related
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provides the necessary r larger intake valve, and 4)
i ows larger por ot siamesed as in the standard heads

It | four i important and worthwhile: the im
proved cooling eliminates any sign of detonation which sometimes
ppears wi 7.00 pistons alone are installed in a VW tbut are
OK with & reground camshaft the higher ression gives both
ore power and better the power of engine goes up in
Imost direct proportion to intake valve ar in ¢ ind elim

nation of the VW'

much more practicsl prog

arburetor
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tly by heginning with the premise

siamesed intake port

tackles the basic problem o

that new heads are the

the changes,
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the Dk

rting point. The r

though important to the overall result, are inci
ok

though much more expensive than a super harge:

makes the VW perform the way an 1192¢c r (unblown) shou
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SPECIFICATIONS

List price (Okrosa kit)

Wheelbase
Tread, §/r
Tire size
Curb weight, Ibs.
distribution, %
Test weight
Engine
Bore & stroke
Displocement, cu in.
cu om.
Compression rofie
Heorsapower (est.)
peaking speed
equivalent mph
Torque, fr-lbs. (est.)
peoking speed
equivalent mph
Gear ratios, overall
4th
3rd
Ind
st

CALCULATED DATA

Lbs/hp (test wt)
Cu #t/ton mile
Engine revs/mile
Piston travel, ft/mi.

flar-4, ohv

VW-OKRASA KIT

PERFORMANCE, Mph

$249.50 Top speed, avg. 86,5
94.5 best run 87.5
3rd (5000) 69.0
2nd (5000) 45.5
1st (5000) 233
see chart for shift points

.28/35 mpg

50.8/49.2
5.60-15
1760

431.5/56.5
2080 Mileage range

ACCELERATION, Secs.
0-30 mph 55
0-40 mph . 86
0-50 mph i 12.7
0-60 mph # 184
0-70 mph .30.0
Standing start Ve mile 20.0

3.03x2.52
727
1192
7.50
46
4200
86.6
6 TAPLEY DATA, Lbs/ton
2100 168 45 mph
433 . 295 @ 40 mph
400 @ 31 mph

3.6 500 @ 19 mph
541 Total drag ot 60 mph, 90 lbs.

i SPEEDO ERROR
Indicated Actvwal
30 mph 30.3
40 mph 38.0
433 50 mph 47.6
59.0 60 mph__. 57.0
2910 70 mph 66.5
1220 B0 mph... ; 764
123 91 mph B7.5

Mph (corrected)

VOLKSWAGEN G-K COUPES

Acceleration thru e goun

SECONDS




